
 

 
August 7, 2020 

MEET THE TEACHER EDITION 
Check out and “Like” the Official Howard Facebook page to see posts on the many activities taking place at Howard. 
Bookmark the Howard Web Page and Howard Haven to keep up to date on the school calendar and other important 

information. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter! 

 
Instagram:hmsacaarts 

 
 

Howard Facebook Page  
Twitter: @HMSAcaArts_OCPS 

Howard Web Page  Howard Haven OCPS Web Page 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Howard.Middle.School/
https://howardms.ocps.net/home
https://sites.google.com/view/howardhaven/home
https://www.ocps.net/


Welcome to our Digital Meet the Teacher Experience! 
Follow the steps below to prepare for LaunchEd on Monday! 

If you need any assistance on Monday, email howard_ms@ocps.net 
 

STEP ONE:  Watch the Principal Welcome Video 
 
STEP TWO*: Find your schedule in Skyward (See this link for video instructions if needed).  Please note that some 
scheduling adjustments are still being made through the weekend. All students should re-check Skyward for their 
schedules again on Monday morning before classes begin.See next page for more info.  
 
STEP THREE*:  If you see a problem, with either an incomplete schedule, or a CORE CONTENT class concern, please 
complete this form.  At this time, we are unable to accept requests for elective changes, or for teacher changes.  
 
STEP FOUR: “See” your teachers’ photos and bios on this edition of the Howard Beat! 
 
STEP FIVE*:  Open Google Chrome (directions on p.2).  Login to launch.ocps.net, then login to Canvas to view your 
digital classrooms (see p.2 for directions). 
 
STEP SIX:  Review the school bell schedule (p.3) and prepare to login for the first day of school on Monday!  

 
 

 
 

*Important Note About Scheduling and Course Availability on Canvas 
Our counselors are still making adjustments, based on circumstances beyond our control, and we 
appreciate your patience!  Schedules may change between tomorrow and Monday, and due to a lag 
between Skyward and Canvas, all course tiles may not be available to students at this time. 
Changes that are made through the weekend  may not result in changes to student Canvas courses 
until Monday or Tuesday. 

So, if you do not see a Canvas course yet, but it is on your Skyward schedule, we appreciate your 
patience as it may take a day or two to appear.  Our teachers all understand that this next week is 
about extreme flexibility and patience as we make these final adjustments. 

 

Elective Course Levels: Due to the unique nature of our programs at Howard, we have to make 
creative use of elective course codes. Traditionally this behind-the-scenes work is done and 
adjusted prior to schedules being released. That will not be the case today.  If it appears that your 
student is in the wrong level of an elective course, please know that we will be adjusting those over 
the next few days. 

If you believe there is an error in the schedule (not enough classes, or an incorrect CORE content 
class), please use this link to submit that to our team. We are unable to accommodate changes in 
elective preference or teacher preference at this time. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ScmXhZxrbTE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tlwQqbhmOHc&feature=youtu.be
https://forms.gle/BAnSSFMonSDmSfdU7
https://launchpad.classlink.com/ocps
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccS-CkdgDF-TeVbS30XHegqn20pCES7iiUgRMvisafTkJjLg/viewform


How to connect to Google Chrome 

1. When you log into your computer you may have 2-3 google shortcuts. Click on “Google 
Chrome”. 

2. There will be a user in the center labeled “You”. DO NOT USE THIS. Click “Add Person”. 
3. Enter your name and select an Icon. 
4. Type in your email, this will be your student ID number @students.ocps.net EX:  

480XXXXXXX@students.ocps.net     Type in your password and click next. 

5. A window will pop up asking if you want to Turn on Sync, click “Yes, I’m in” at the bottom 
right. If you click Cancel your account will be locked out and you will need to restart at step 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Bell Schedule 2020-2021 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

Mrs. Beckler 
Principal 
 
BA/Psychology and Theatre; UCF, 
Education and Teaching Certification; 
Florida Southern and Valencia 
 
MA Mental Health Counseling; 
Rollins, Educational Leadership; 
Stetson University 

Mrs. Beckler comes to Howard with a unique professional 
background in education, counseling, and theatre, and she is 
thrilled to be at Howard for her third year.  Her career in 
education began in 2001 when she moved to Germany to teach 
English as a Second Language, and in 2004 she started her 
career with OCPS as a high school psychology teacher.  Since 
then she has held a wide variety of positions at all levels 
(elementary, middle, high, and district).  When not at school, 
she is usually found spending time with her family, including her 
husband Justin (a musician and music producer), her  children 
Lila (9) and Elliott (7), and her dog Zoe (12).  

Dr. Walker 
Assistant Principal of Instruction 
 
BA in English; Rollins College 
 
MFA; Virginia Tech 
EdD; University of Central Florida 
 
Email: robert.walker5@ocps.net 
 

Dr. Bob Walker is in his 15th year in education. Over the years 
he has taught English & literature at the high school and 
university level, been a testing coordinator, and an academic 
dean.  Dr. Walker holds degrees from Rollins College, Virginia 
Tech, and The University of Central Florida. He is trained in 
Restorative Practices through IIRP and has presented at state 
and national conferences on RP. Dr. Walker is also a GLSEN 
inclusive schools trainer and has served on AdvancED 
accreditation review teams. In his free time, Dr. Walker serves 
as adjunct faculty advising doctoral candidates and teaching 
educational leadership courses with National Louis University. 

 

Mrs. Archie 
Assistant Principal 
 
MA Elementary Education 
MA Counseling & Psychology 
 
Email: emily.archie@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Archie is so excited about joining the team at Howard! 
She started her teaching career working as an elementary 
teacher within the inner city of Cleveland, Ohio.  She finished 
her tenth year there working as a supervisor in the Office of 
School Improvement.  Her family then relocated to Orlando, 
where she started at Rosemont Elementary. She then branched 
off into secondary schools starting with Chain of Lakes Middle 
School. She has served as a Reading teacher, Reading Coach, 
Academic Dean and then as an Assistant Principal.  She was 
very excited to get “the call” that she was moving to Howard 
Middle School because she has always had a deep love for the 
Arts!  She is looking forward to supporting the staff, the students 
and our families. 

 
 
  

mailto:robert.walker5@ocps.net
mailto:emily.archie@ocps.net


 

GUIDANCE COUNSELORS 

 

Ms. Cullen 
Guidance Counselor - 6th Grade 
 
BS Psychology;University of Florida 
  
MHS Counseling; University of 
Florida 
 
Email: sarita.cullen@ocps.net 
 

Ms. Cullen is celebrating her 16th year at Howard Middle 
School and her 23rd year in education.  She loves working with 
middle school students and is passionate about helping her 
students and their families!  She is also the proud mother of two 
daughters and a German Shepherd.  GO GATORS! 

 

Mr.  Hummel 
Guidance Counselor - 8th Grade 
 
BA Latin American and Caribbean 
Affairs; Rollins College,  
 
MA Mental Health Counseling; Rollins 
College 
 
Email: terrence.hummel@ocps.net 
 

In addition to his counseling duties at Howard, Mr. Hummel is a 
professional artist and writer (16 years as the Visual Arts 
columnist for the Orlando Sentinel). He also has served on 
various arts related charity boards. He was a founding member 
of the Downtown Arts District. He has taught elementary, 
middle, and high schools; and has been a counselor in middle 
and high schools. He loves working with students at Howard! 

 

Mrs. Cann 
Guidance Counselor - 7th Grade 
 
BA Music Education, and Psychology; 
Florida Southern  
 
MA Mental Health Counseling, and 
School Counseling; University of 
Central Florida 
 
Email: kathrina.cann@ocps.net 
 

Kathrina Cann is thrilled to be with the Howard family for the 
second year. Kathrina has worked as a guidance counselor for 
the past 6 years. She has a Bachelor’s in Music Education and 
in Psychology and Masters in Mental Health Counseling and 
School Counseling from the University of Central Florida (Go 
Knights)! Kathrina stays active in the professional counseling 
community, and currently serves as a board member of the 
UCF Counselor Education Advisory Board of Directors, 
member of the UCF School Counseling G.U.R.U program, and 
is a Licensed Mental Health Counselor. As she grew up in a 
family of classical musicians and regularly performed as a 
flutist/pianist, she also has a special passion for the arts.  
 

 
 

STUDENT SUPPORT 

 

Mrs. Yelensky 
Instructional Coach 
 
BA Education; Michigan State 
University 
 
Email: sarah.yelensky@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Yelensky has been teaching at Howard since 2002 and 
considers this amazing school her home.  She began her career 
here providing services to students with disabilities and has 
served in many roles facilitating student support programs.  She 
is currently our Instructional Coach, providing support to 
teachers and assisting with instructional programs to positively 
impact student achievement.  

mailto:sarita.cullen@ocps.net
mailto:terrence.hummel@ocps.net
mailto:kathrina.cann@ocps.net
mailto:sarah.yelensky@ocps.net


 

Officer Kelly 
School Resource Officer 
 
Certified Mounted Patrol Officer, CIT 
(Crisis Intervention Training) Youth 
qualified, SRO Advanced training 
certified, autism awareness trained 
and Equality Florida/OCPS LGBTQ 
trained. 
 

Officer Kelly is a 9 year veteran of the U.S. Navy. Has served 
as a Police Officer for 14 years, 6 years as a School Resource 
Officer. Officer Kelly has served 11 years with the Department 
of Juvenile Justice. 

 

Ms. Pliskow 
SAFE Coordinator 
 
Bachelors in Dance and Sociology; 
University of Florida , Masters in 
Social Work; University of Central 
Florida , National Board Certified 
 
Email: alexa.pliskow@ocps.net 
 

This is Ms. Pliskow’s second year at Howard serving as the 
SAFE Coordinator. She will be supporting Howard's mental 
health and counseling needs, prevention and intervention 
services, and coordinating resources for families.  

 

Mrs. Vingiano 
Staffing Specialist/504 Coordinator 
 
BS Special Education; Southern 
Connecticut State University 
 
MA Education; San Diego State 
University 
 
Email: laura.vingiano@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Vingiano is  originally from Connecticut and moved to San 
Diego after she married in 1999.  She was a special education 
teacher for many years. Moved to Florida in 2012 and has 
worked as an ESE Staffing Specialist on the High School level 
until she  joined the Ranger team at Howard as an ESE Staffing 
Specialist. This year she will continue her role as ESE Staffing 
Specialist in addition to taking on the responsibility of 504 
Coordinator.  

 

Mrs. Douglas 
Media Specialist/MTSS 
 
BA Elementary Education 1-6; Saint 
Leo University 
 
Email: kelly.hager@ocps.net  

This will be Mrs. Douglas’ first year at Howard Middle School 
and first year as a media specialist.  This will be year 20 for 
Mrs. Douglas in OCPS.  She is a mom to 3 kids.  Kaitlyn is 
attending UCF, Tomas will be a senior this year at Boone, and 
Andrew will be a freshman at Boone.  She is so excited to be 
working at Howard this school year! 

 

Ms. Rodriguez-Davis 
ESE Support Facilitation 
 
BS Education with a focus in on 
Secondary English Education; UCF 
 
Email: lisa.rodriguez-davis@ocps.net 
 

This UCF alumni is starting her 25th year of teaching and 17th 
year here at Howard !!  
Ms. Rodriguez-Davis (aka Rod-Davis) is a former ELA, and 
Reading teacher but has always had a passion for working with 
ESE students. This year she will be an ESE support facilitation 
teacher for 6th grade.  
She is excited to continue her career with Howard and support 
students within the classroom. 

mailto:alexa.pliskow@ocps.net
mailto:laura.vingiano@ocps.net
mailto:kelly.hager@ocps.net
mailto:lisa.rodriguez-davis@ocps.net


 

Mrs. Exford 
ESE Support Facilitation 
 
BS Psychology; Western Michigan 
University 
 
Email: ashley.exford@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Exford is excited to be starting her 17th year as an ESE 
educator. She has worked with ESE students from Pre-K to 
adulthood. Mrs. Exford is passionate about the student 
population she works with and is looking forward to building 
strong relationships with her students and families. Mrs. Exford 
serves as our support facilitation teacher for 7th and 8th grade.  

 

Mrs. Morris 
CRT/Testing Coordinator/ ESOL 
Compliance Specialist 
 
BA Elementary Education K-6; 
University of Central Florida 
 
MA Educational Leadership K-12; St. 
Leo University 
 
Email: lauren.morris@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Morris is our CRT, Testing Coordinator, and ESOL 
Compliance Teacher.  This will be her 14th year as an educator. 
She is a mom to identical twin girls who are now two years old. 
She has an elementary school background but is enjoying her 
time in middle school.  Looking forward to another interesting 
but great school year! 

 Eion Giuliano 
Tech Support Rep 
Email: Eion.giuliano@ocps.net  
 

Mr.Giuliano has been our Technology Support Representative 
for the past two years and is looking forward to another great 
year! If you have any questions or concerns please do not 
hesitate to shoot me an email.  

 

Mr. Coley 
Student Support Dean 
 
BA Music Education; 
Bethune-Cookman University  
 
MA Education Media Design & 
Technology; Full Sail University 
MS Educational Leadership; 
University of Central Florida 
 
Email: altamont.coley@ocps.net 

Mr. Coley is our Student Support Deans and helps to support 
student needs and safety on our campus. This will be his 10th 
year as an educator and he is looking forward to becoming an 
instructional leader in the near future.  Please see Mr. Coley for 
support in and out of the classroom. 

 

Mrs. Lee Ramsey 
Magnet Assistant Coordinator 
 
BS Consumer Economics; Auburn 
University 
 
Email: Janet.Ramsey@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Ramsey is  entering her 10th year on staff as the Magnet 
Program Assistant Coordinator. She loves providing support to 
the Howard family (staff, students and parents). She has two 
sons who are former Howard Rangers.  
 
Her door is always open if you need any assistance or would 
simply like to have a chat. 

 
  

mailto:ashley.exford@ocps.net
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VISUAL ARTS 

 
 

Mr. McCracken 
2D Art 1/Magnet Coordinator 
 
BFA Studio Art: Ceramics; Truman 
State University 
 
MA Art Education; University of 
Central Florida 
 
National Board Certified 
 
Email: clinton.mccracken@ocps.net  

Mr. McCracken currently teaches Art Foundations and also 
serves as the Magnet Coordinator. He is excited for the 
opportunity to work with his students to explore creativity in 
amazing ways. He believes the arts bring meaning to the world 
and hopes to nurture that capacity in his student’s work. Mr. 
McCracken has taught at Howard since 2000 and wrote the 
proposal to create Howard’s magnet program. He has received 
numerous local, state, and national awards for his teaching, 
advocacy, and leadership with the magnet program. He enjoys 
working with oil pastels and fiber arts in his own artwork and he 
spends his free time advocating for issues in education, social 
justice, and LGBTQ+ equality. He also loves gardening, 
traveling, and spending time with his husband, Mike. 

 

Ms. R. Buckley 
2D Art 1/Digital Art 1 
 
BS Art Education; Florida State 
University 
 
Email: rachel.buckley@ocps.net  
 

Ms. Buckley will be teaching Art Foundations and Digital Art 1 
this year. She has moved among many of our art classes 
throughout the years and is happy to be teaching Digital Art 
courses again.  Her concentration at FSU was graphic design. 
In her personal work she enjoys painting with acrylics and 
watercolor. She also enjoys photography and digital 
drawing/painting.  Some of her passions are planning, art 
journaling, traveling, swimming and getting lost in a good book.  

 

Mrs. Finn 
2D Art 2 and 3 
 
BFA Studio Art; University of Iowa 
 
Email: kris.finn@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Finn is excited to begin her second year at Howard 
teaching Intermediate 2D Art 2 and Advanced 2D Art 3! 
Helping her students create their best visual work is her 
personal mission. This is her 20thyear of teaching Orange 
County middle school students a wide variety of art media. Her 
personal work includes painting, design and jewelry.  She 
spends her free time lately renovating an old school bus in an 
RV to indulge her love of travel and wild places.  She is an Iowa 
native, but has lived in Orlando with her family since 1990. 

 

Mrs. V. King 
Digital Art 1, 2 and 3 
 
BS Technical Writing; University of 
Central Florida 
 
Email: valerie.king@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. King teaches Intermediate/Advanced Digital Art. She is 
Industry Certified in Graphic Design and Illustration using Adobe 
Illustrator and also advises Ranger TV and the school’s 
yearbook at HMS. Howard has been her work home for her 
entire tenure in education and could not imagine being 
anywhere else. She is passionate about what she teaches and 
looks forward to an amazing year! Outside of work and digital 
art, she spends time with her family, and loves reading and 
sports. She also treasures going golfing, theme-parking, and 
traveling locally and abroad with her husband. 

mailto:clinton.mccracken@ocps.net
mailto:rachel.buckley@ocps.net
mailto:kris.finn@ocps.net
mailto:valerie.king@ocps.net


 

Ms. Smalley 
3D Art 1, 2, and 2D Art 1 
 
BA English Literature; University 
of Central Florida 
 
MFA Prose; Stetson University 
Email: delila.smalley@ocps.net 
 

Ms. Smalley teaches Art Foundations and Beginning/Advanced 
3D Art at Howard. She’s an Orlando native who attended 
Blankner in Kindergarten all the way up to graduating from the 
Dr. Phillips High School Arts Magnet in 2002. She has served 
OCPS students for 12 years, won several awards in college for 
her artwork, and is a practicing artist with both her pottery and 
jewelry. In her free time, she loves to explore nature, travel, and 
spend quality time with her family. She lives in Orlando with her 
son, Elliott. She loves teaching our youth, and she can’t wait to 
guide their exploration with art. 

 
 

MUSIC 

 

Ms. M. King 
Piano 1, 2, 3 
 
BS Music Education; University of 
Central Florida 
 
Email: melissa.king@ocps.net 
 

Ms. King is an Orlando native and graduate of the Orange 
County Public School system. She is a graduate of the 
University of Central Florida with a Bachelor degree in Music 
Education. Not only is Melissa a dedicated music educator, she 
also performs regularly with the Orlando Concert Band, in 
addition to other freelance events. 

 

Mrs. Lubaroff 
Orchestra 1, 2, 3 
 
BM; University of Iowa 
 
MA; Kansas State University 
 
Email: mary.lubaroff@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Lubaroff is the orchestra teacher at Howard. She looks 
forward to continuing the excellence of orchestra and helping 
students become the best they can be on their instrument.  In 
her 31st year of teaching, she brings a wealth of experience 
and enthusiasm to her teaching and is dedicated to bringing a 
top notch string experience to prepare students for success on 
their instruments Orchestra students from Howard go on to 
participate in high school programs throughout the county and 
perform well in All County Orchestras as well as All State 
Orchestras. Together with Mr. Willie, Howard Band Teacher, 
the top Howard Orchestra and Band along with music groups 
from Edgewater High school, participate in the Orlando 
Philharmonic Collaboration Concert, “Notes In Your 
Neighborhood.” In her spare time, she enjoys reading,  walking 
with her dachshund, Buster, and supporting her husband, Scott, 
who is Director of Bands at the University of Central Florida.She 
has a son who lives in Michigan and a daughter who lives in 
Nebraska. 

 

Mr. Aaron W. Penfield 
6-8 Chorus 
 
B.M.E. Music Education; Florida State 
University 
 
Email: aaron.penfield@ocps.net 
 

Aaron W. Penfield is an advocate and champion for the arts. 
He currently serves as 2nd Vice President of Opera Orlando, as 
VP of Education and Youth Programs.  As a professional 
musician, he has performed with the Festival Singers of Florida, 
Bach Festival Society of Winter Park, at the Orlando Fringe 
Festival, and even with Bobby McFerrin and Coolio!  An 
accomplished educator and choral director, his choirs 
consistently earn superior ratings, and many of his students 
have gone on to successful music and theatre professional 
careers.  He is a recognized leader in the arts education 
community, having presented professional development 
sessions at local and state in-service events.  A versatile 
educator, Aaron currently holds FLDOE Certifications in Music 

mailto:delila.smalley@ocps.net
mailto:melissa.king@ocps.net
mailto:mary.lubaroff@ocps.net
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K-12 and Drama 6-12. 

 

Mr. Norman 
Guitar 1, 2, 3 
 
B.M. Guitar Performance, Stetson 
University 
M.M. Guitar Performance, Arizona 
State University 
 
EMAIL: keegan.norman@ocps.net 
 

Keegan Norman is a guitarist and educator in the greater 
Orlando area. He holds a Bachelors degree in guitar 
performance from Stetson University, where he studied with Dr. 
Stephen Robinson and a Masters degree in guitar performance 
from Arizona State University, where he studied with Frank 
Koonce. He was a professor of music at Central Arizona 
College from 2016-2020. He currently directs the guitar program 
at Howard Middle School. 

 

Mr. Wille 
6-8 Band 
 
B.M.E. Music Education, Minor in 
French; Stetson University 
 
Email: damon.wille@ocps.net 
 

Mr. Wille is the Director of Bands at Howard Middle School and 
looks forward to a successful year ahead! When he is not at 
Howard, he is pursuing a passion for photography and helping 
his family manage a LOT of chickens! 

 
 

DANCE 

 

Ms. Hudson 
Dance Foundations, Techniques, 
Ensemble, Elite and Dance Troupe 
 
BFA Dance; New World School of the 
Arts 
 
Email: samantha.hudson@ocps.net 
 
 

Ms. Hudson is one of the dance teachers at Howard. She 
serves as the secretary for the OCPS Dance Board and is a 
member of the National Dance Education Organization . She 
was born and raised in Orlando and was a graduate of Boone 
High School. She has had the privilege of performing pieces 
choreographed by Robert Battle from the Alvin Ailey Dance 
Company, David Parsons, Shapiro and Smith, Anna Sokolow 
and Kyle Abraham. She has also performed for DRIP, NAO 
Dance Collective, Walt Disney World and The Orlando 
Predators. When she is not at Howard, she enjoys teaching at 
a local dance studio and taking trips to the beach. This will be 
Ms. Hudson’s 4th year of teaching and she is anxious to see 
what this year will bring to our Howard families and students. 

 

Mrs. Coombs 
Dance TeacherDance Foundations, 
Technique and Ensemble 
 
BS Psychology, Minor in Dance; 
University of Central Florida 
 
Email: alissa.coombs@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Coombs is originally from Bartlett, IL where she grew up 
dancing competitively. She moved to Florida to attend UCF 
where she minored in Dance. Mrs. Coombs worked for Walt 
Disney World Resort performing in parades and shows, opened 
“DisneyLive! Mickey’s Music Festival”, and was a trainer and 
performer at SeaWorld. Additionally, Mrs. Coombs has been 
Zumba certified, as well as taught Barre fitness and tumbling at 
various locations. She has been teaching Dance in OCPS since 
January 2015 and serves on the OCPS Dance Board. She is a 
member of the National Dance Education Organization and 
founded the Howard chapter of the National Honors Society for 
Dance Arts. She is very excited to be starting her second year 
of Dance at Howard and looks forward to sharing her passion 
with her students both in person and virtually! 

 
 

mailto:damon.wille@ocps.net
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THEATRE 

 

Mr. Borish (Mr. B) 
Theatre 1 / Technical Theatre 
 
BFA Acting; Florida Atlantic University 
 
Email: scott.borish@ocps.net 
 

Mr. Borish is starting his third year of teaching at Howard. Prior 
to joining the performing arts program at Howard, he served as 
the Director of Drama and Thespian Sponsor at Edgewater 
High School and taught at the Buffalo Academy for the Visual 
and Performing Arts in Buffalo, NY.  Mr. Borish also served as 
the coordinator for the Design & Technical Academy at Orlando 
Repertory Theatre.  Professional credits include: Florida Stage, 
Actors Playhouse, Palm Beach Dramaworks and City Theatre 
of Miami.  Mr. Borish is a recipient of the Kennedy Center 
Region IV Mehron Award of Makeup Design and is a proud 
member of Actors Equity Association. 

 

Ms. Flores 
Musical Theatre 
 
BM Musical Theatre; Stetson 
University 
 
Email: belinda.flores@ocps.net 

Belinda Flores is happy to be starting her 8th year teaching by 
teaching what she loves best: Musical Theatre! Before her 
teaching career, Ms. Flores was a full-time singer/actor who 
sang her way across three continents. She still works 
professionally as a singer/actor/voiceover artist, and hopes to 
use her real-world experience to help her students become the 
best performers they can be! She is also a lover of literature 
and hot tea. #theatrenerd #bookaddict #teadrinkersrule 

 

Ms. Kilpatrick 
Theatre 1, 2, 3, Jr. Thespians 
 
BFA Theatre, Acting Specialty; 
Michigan State University  
 
MFA Theatre for Young Audiences; 
University of Central Florida 
 
Email: kate.kilpatrick@ocps.net  
 

Kate Kilpatrick is very excited to be joining the Howard Middle 
School family. She holds a BFA in Acting from Michigan State 
University and an MFA in Theatre for Young Audiences from 
University of Central Florida. Recently, Kate has had the 
pleasure of working with institutions such as Orlando REP and 
the Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts as a director and 
Teaching Artist. Kate’s passions include intergenerational 
theatre, creating Theatre for the Very Young (TVY) with her 
theatre company, crack an egg TVY, and writing plays 
specifically for young performers. In her spare time, she enjoys 
baking, taking walks with her fiance and their dog, Midge, and 
looking for Petoskey stones in her hometown of Traverse City, 
Michigan. 

 
 
 

Other Electives 

 

Ms. Lee 
6-8 Physical Education 
 
BS Health and Human Performance; 
Austin Peay State University 
 
Email: latisha.lee@ocps.net 
 

Ms. Lee has been teaching Physical Education at Howard since 
2003.  She loves what she does and loves seeing the kids 
complete an activity that they never thought they could do.  In 
her class they set goals and crush them!  
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Mr. Yuhasz 
6-8 STEM 
 
BA Communication; University of 
Central Florida 
 
MA Science Education; University of 
Central Florida 
 
National Board Certified 
 
Email: eric.yuhasz@ocps.net 

Mr. Yuhasz’s role at Howard Middle School is to build an army 
of problem solvers.  In his classroom, students are immersed in 
STEM education.  By the end of the year, he wants his students 
saying, "With the right attitude, consistency in planning goals, 
and the ability to problem solve, I can achieve MY definition of 
success beyond my wildest imagination." 

 
 

SCIENCE 

 
 

Ms. D. Buckley 
8th Grade Science 
6th Grade Life Science 
 
BS Elementary Education/Literature; 
College of St. Rose 
  
MS Ed Curriculum and Instruction; 
SUNY Plattsburgh 
  
National Board Certified 
 
Email: deanna.buckley@ocps.net 

Ms. Buckley is a lover of learning, with a passion for science 
and enjoys sharing that joy with young people. She has been 
teaching at Howard since her relocation to Orlando from 
Upstate NY, 14  years ago. Currently, she teaches 8th grade 
Science, amongst many other life skills each and every day. 
She is an active member of the Foster Parent Community and 
finds no greater joy than in helping others realize their potential 
in life.In her free time she loves to travel, and  explore her 
creative side painting rocks and canvases, crocheting,5D 
Diamond painting, and cooking. 

 

Mrs. Quillin 
8th Grade Physical Science 
 
BA; Louisiana State University 
  
MEd; Northwestern State 
University-Louisiana 
 
Email: Susie.Quillin@ocps.net 
 

An LSU Tiger and Northwestern Demon (BA and MEd) from 
way, way, way back, Mrs. Q. lives to bring the wild to her 
classroom. Her philosophy is that we learn best when we are 
laughing and feels fortunate to teach 13 year olds who laugh 
easily. Twenty five years is a long time to spend in a classroom, 
but it has gone by in a minute!!! 
 
Her goal is not to set herself on fire this year. 

 

Coach Gates 
7th Comp Science 2 / Earth/Space 
Honors 
 
American Studies and History; 
University of Notre Dame, Secondary 
Education; Grand Canyon University  
 
Email: john.gates@ocps.net 
 
 

Mr. Gates begins his third year as a 7th-grade science teacher 
at Howard after spending 12 years at Piedmont Lakes in 
Apopka.He is also a track and field coach and loves to support 
our other extra-curricular activities. Mr. Gates enjoys reading 
and doing yard work in his spare time. 
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Mrs. Rios 
Earth/Space Science Honors and 8th 
grade, Comprehensive Science 3 
 
BS Elementary Education, Science 
 
Email: daisy.rios@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Rios has been teaching science for 11 years. This will be 
her 8th year at Howard Middle School. She enjoys seeing her 
students’ growth and discovering their true potential. She has 
no shame in making a fool of herself, as long as her students 
are learning! In her spare time, she enjoys cooking, traveling, 
reading, and spending time with her family. She has two girls: 
Kaily Jane and Kataleya. Kaily Jane is an 8th grader at HMS 
and Kataleya is a unicorn and rainbow fanatic that just turned 5.  

 

Mr. Knobeloch 
Advanced Comprehensive Science 2 
Honors Earth Space Science 
 
BS Aviation, Professional Flight; 
Minnesota State University 
 
MA Middle School Science Education; 
University of Central Florida 
 
Email: gabriel.knobeloch@ocps.net 

Mr. Knobeloch has been teaching science with Howard Middle 
School for over 10 years. He has a passion for learning, science 
and aviation. We appreciate Mr. Knobeloch’s expertise with 
technology and he serves on multiple school teams to 
disseminate information and train staff on new digital systems 
and learning strategies. In addition to being an educator with 
Orange County Public Schools, Mr. Knobeloch is also an 
accomplished pilot with a commercial pilot certificate including 
multi-engine, complex aircraft and instrument endorsements. 

 

Mrs. Robertson 
6th Grade Life & Comp Sciences 
 
BA; Hamline University  
 
MA Math and Science Education; 
University of Central Florida 
National Board Certified  
 
Email: sara.robertson@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Robertson loves working with middle school students, so 
she is delighted to be teaching sixth grade life and 
comprehensive science 2 this year.  Outside of school, she 
enjoys spending time with her friends and family and being 
outside. 

 

Mrs. McLeod 
6th Life Science Adv. and Comp. 
Science 1 Adv.  
 
BA Elementary Education; University 
of South Carolina, Educational 
Technology; University of South 
Carolina 
 
Email: abigail.mcleod@ocps.net 

Mrs. McLeod has been teaching 6th grade students for 6 years, 
going on 7.  She was born and raised in Columbia, SC and 
moved to Orlando the summer of 2015.  When she’s not at 
Howard, she can usually be found at the beach with a good 
book, or in the kitchen whipping up some delicious food.  

Ms. Quintana 
6th Grade Science 
 
Degree/School: BS Elementary 
Education University of Central 
Florida 
 
Email: sherryl.quintana@ocps.net  

Ms.Quintana has been a classroom teacher in OCPS for 26yrs. 
The first 22 were dedicated to Elementary Education. After 
many years of teaching ELA and Writing, she was welcomed 
into the Science Dept at Howard. Ms.Quintana is an empty 
nester who lives a quiet life in Orlando with her three kitties. 
Raising her son, Calen has been her most rewarding 
accomplishment. When not at school, Ms.Quintana loves to 
travel. She has had the pleasure to lead students on several 
trips overseas and abroad. Her son lives in California which is 
now her newest favorite destination. 
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Math 

 

Mrs. Furnari 
6th & 7th Grade Math 
 
BS Education; St John's University  
 
Email: kathleen.furnari@ocps.net 

Mrs. Furnari is the math department chair.   This is her 20th 
year in OCPS and 9th year at Howard.  She is looking forward 
to a wonderful year with her students. 

 

Mrs. Ambriz 
6th Grade Math 
 
BA Computer Science; Rollins 
College 
 
M.A. Elementary Education; 
University of Central Florida 
 
Email: Robyn.Ambriz@ocps.net 

Mrs. Ambriz is  excited to be teaching 6th grade math and 
helping our students succeed in their first year of middle school. 
She attended Orange County Public Schools for her K-12 
education and is proud to be teaching in the same district.  

 

Ms. Gregory 
7th Grade Math 
 
BA Environmental Science; Rollins 
College 
 
Email: chelsea.gregory2@ocps.net  

Ms. Gregory is excited to be teaching 7th grade math at Howard 
again this year.  She is an alumnus of Howard and loves being 
part of such a wonderful school and community.  

 

Ms. Aldrich 
Honors Algebra 1 & Pre-Algebra 
 
BS Applied Mathematics; Appalachian 
State University 
 
M.A.T. Math Education; University of 
Central Florida 
 
Email: elizabeth.aldrich@ocps.net 

Hi, Chantelle Aldrich teaches Algebra I Honors & Pre-Algebra. 
Many students are under the impression that they “are no good 
at math”. Her goal is to change that message and change her 
students’ mindset.  

 

Ms. Anderson 
6th Grade Math 
 
BS Education; Pennsylvania State 
University 
 
Email: amy.anderson2@ocps.net 

Ms. Anderson is thrilled to be teaching incoming 6th graders in 
their math endeavors.  She has been with the county since 
2003, and at Howard since 2017.  Her love for the arts enables 
her to excitedly support our magnet program in this wonderful 
environment we have here at Howard!  This Nittany gal loves 
her Penn State.  <3 
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Mrs. Link 
Honors Algebra 1 Teacher 
 
BA Elementary Education; University 
of Central Florida 
 
Email: kelly.link@ocps.net 

안녕하세요, (Hello in Korean) Kelly Link teaches Algebra and 
Pre-Algebra here at Howard. She graduated High school in 
Korea and has lived all over the World due to her dad being in 
the Army.  She is big into sports (go Manchester United) and 
coaches Volleyball here at Howard.  

 

Mrs. Smith 
7th Grade Math Teacher 
 
BA Mathematics;  
University of South Florida  
 
MA Educational Leadership, Higher 
Education; University of Central 
Florida 
 
Email: shannon.smith@ocps.net 

Shannon Smith has been teaching math for OCPS for 19 years, 
10 at Howard Middle. She LOVES math and has a knack for 
explaining it in such a manner that students understand.  
She has taught 6th, 7th, PreAlgebra, Algebra, College Prep 
Math, & College Algebra at the community college.  

 

Mr. West 
Pre-Algebra & Accelerated 7th grade 
math 
 
BS Mathematics Education; University 
of Central Florida 
 
Email: nathan.west@ocps.net 

Nathan West teaches pre-algebra and accelerated 7th grade 
math. He is also the chess club sponsor for HMS.  

 

Mr. Buffett 
Honors Geometry & Pre-Algebra 
 
Social Science ED / Mathematics 
Minor; University of Central Florida 
 
Email: daniel.buffett@ocps.net 

Hey guys!  Mr. Buffett will be teaching Honors Geometry as well 
as Pre-Algebra. He is the head coach for  Boys soccer as well 
as one of the head coaches for Track and field. 

 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

Ms. Hoffman 
8th Grade Language Arts and 
Creative Writing 
 
BA Education; University of Central 
Florida 
 
Email: renessa.hoffman@ocps.net 

Ms. Hoffman teaches 8th Grade Language Arts and Creative 
Writing! She believes in developing critical and creative thinking 
in students and looks forward to fostering a love of reading and 
writing with 8th graders this year. 
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Mrs. Lambert 
6th Grade Language Arts Teacher 
 
BA English; University of Central 
Florida 
 
Email: kelly.chambers@ocps.net 

Mrs. Lambert teaches 6th grade language arts at HMS. She 
enjoys helping students not only find their voice, but process 
and explain their reasoning to build strong opinions and new 
perspectives. She has always been passionate about creative 
writing and has a head full of fun facts from constant reading 
and researching.  

 

Mrs. Dryburgh 
7th Grade Language Arts Teacher 
 
BA Secondary English Education; 
University of Central Florida 
 
Email: kortney.vince@ocps.net 

Kortney Dryburgh teaches 7th grade Language Arts and really 
has a passion for teaching young minds. She loves getting to 
know her students and forming strong bonds throughout the 
year.  

 

Mrs. Thrailkill 
7th Grade Language Arts 
 
BA Marketing; University of Central 
Florida 
 
MA English Education; University of 
Central Florida 
 
Email: ashley.trailkill@ocps.net 

Mrs. Thrailkill is excited for another year at Howard Middle 
School. This is Mrs. Thrailkill’s eighth year at Howard and ninth 
year working for OCPS. She has taught each grade at the 
middle school level however, thoroughly enjoys the creativity 
and humor of 7th grade students. Mrs. Thrailkill is the boys’ 
basketball coach. When she’s not teaching, she enjoys 
spending time with her family, her three-year-old son and her 
four-month-old daughter.  

 

Ms. Morales 
6th Grade Language Arts Teacher 
 
BA Theatre; University of Central 
Florida 
 
MA Elementary Education; University 
of Central Florida 
 
Email: christine.morales@ocps.net 

 Ms. Morales has been teaching for 11 years. This year, she will 
continue teaching 6th grade ELA. She is extremely excited and 
proud  to be part of the Howard family!!! She looks forward to 
building strong, critical thinking, reading, and writing skills for 
her students to embrace, throughout their educational journey.  

 

Ms. Gomez 
6th Grade Language Arts 
 
BS Psychology; University of Central 
Florida 
 
Email:  julie.gomez2@ocps.net 

Ms. Gomez looks forward to teaching 6th grade Language Arts 
and helping our students acclimate to middle school.  As an 
avid reader and writer, she hopes to inspire students to love 
learning. 
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Mr. Field 
8th Grade Language Arts Teacher 
 
BA English; SUNY Buffalo and Hilbert 
College 
  
MS Secondary Education; D'Youville 
College 
 
Email: justin.field@ocps.net 

Justin Field grew up just south of Buffalo, NY. This is his 
seventeenth year teaching English Language Arts in OCPS. 
Field came to Howard Middle from Timber Creek High (where 
he taught English I Honors and A.P. Choice). He’s excited to 
work with another amazing group of students this year! 
 
Mr. Field enjoys writing, drinking coffee, and spending time with 
his family. 
 

 

Mr. Gray 
7th Grade Language Arts 
Intensive Reading 
 
BA Education; Saint Leo University 
 
National Board Certified 
 
Email: steven.gray@ocps.net 

Greeting humans! This is Mr. Gray and he will be in charge of 
your exploration of the English language in all its mystery and 
majesty. He will guide you through a variety of media to engage 
all students! He is always looking for student input.  
 
Mr. Gray enjoys innovative fiction, comics, the X-Files, music, 
and watching cartoons with his daughters.  

 

Mrs. Kelly 
8th Grade Language Arts 
 
BS Journalism; Florida Agricultural & 
Mechanical University 
 
Email: stephanie.kelly@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Kelly has supported Howard Middle in student support 
roles and this year is excited to teach 8th grade Language Arts. 
Mrs. Kelly is looking forward to connecting with students as they 
grow as learners.  

 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
 

Mr. Seger 
8th Grade American History/Legal 
Studies Teacher 
 
BS Pre-Law; Minor in Organizational 
communications, University of Central 
Florida 
 
Email: michael.seger@ocps.net  

Mr. Seger teaches 8th grade American History, Law Studies 
Elective and provides Gifted services.    He serves as the 
Student Council Advisor at Howard as well as coach Girls' 
soccer and Girls’ basketball.  Mr. Seger is in his 15th year at 
Howard middle School and 18th year teaching overall.   When 
he is not at Howard, Mr. Seger is fishing, kayaking, hiking or at 
UCF football games.  

 

Mrs. Stopyra 
6th Grade World History Teacher 
 
BA English Literature; University of 
Central Florida 
 
Email: gretchen.stopyra@ocps.net 

Mrs. Stopyra is entering her 6th year teaching World History at 
Howard Middle and her 21st year with Orange County Public 
Schools.   She has been happily married for 16 years and has 
two children.  Her children both attend Howard Middle School.  
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Ms. Hazen 
8th Grade American History 
 
BA Elementary Education with a 
minor in Spanish; Anderson University 
 
MA in Public History; University of 
Central Florida 
 
Email: kendra.hazen@ocps.net  

Ms. Hazen is excited to be a new member of the Howard family! 
Although not at Howard, most of her 12 years teaching have 
been at an arts school and she’s grateful to be back in an arts 
setting. She loves to sing, dance, paint, act, and she even 
crochets. She is very passionate about the arts! She believes 
engaging and honest social studies in the most important part of 
students’ educational careers; and she’s an avid recycler and a 
wanna-be plant grower.  

 

Mrs. Rich 
7th Grade Civics and  
Advanced Academics 6-8 
 
BS Economics; Florida State 
University 
 
National Board Certified 
 
Email: crystal.rich@ocps.net 

Mrs. Rich is  so proud to have taught her entire career at 
Howard. 30 years and counting! SHE LOVES HMS and LOVES 
teaching 7th grade Civics and providing Gifted services for our 
students! This is going to be a great year and she can't wait to 
meet all of her students.  

 

Mrs. Lincoln 
7th Grade Civics 
 
BS Social Sciences Education; 
University of Central Florida 
 
Currently in Masters of Education 
program; University of Central Florida 
 
Email: brittnee.lincoln@ocps.net 

Mrs. Lincoln started teaching at Howard and will continue with 
the best squad ever, 7th Grade Civics! She also provides gifted 
services for students, and loves coaching Volleyball and Track 
and Field. 

 

Mrs. Wallen 
7th Grade Civics 
 
BS Social Science Education; 
University of Central Florida 
 
Masters Education Media Design & 
Technology; Full Sail University 
 
Email: kimbery.wallen@ocps.net 

Kimberly Wallen will be teaching 7th grade Civics. She is also 
the Athletic Director and really loves all sports! She’s been at 
Howard for her entire teaching career and really considers it 
home! 

 
 

Ms. Katner 
8th grade US History 
 
BA History; Flagler College 
 
MA Social Science Education; 
University of Central Florida 
 
Email: cheri.katner@ocps.net 

Ms. Katner was born and raised in Western NY until she left for 
warmer climates to attend college in our nation’s oldest city--St. 
Augustine!. She is an avid Buffalo Bills fan and loves all things 
history!! She also is the National Junior Honor Society advisor. 
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Ms. Livingston 
6th Grade World History 
 
BS; Auburn University 
 
Email: vicki.livingston@ocps.net 
 

Ms. Vicki Livingston has the pleasure of teaching 6th grade 
World History.  Teaching is her second career and she is 
celebrating her 8th year with the amazing family at Howard 
Academy of Arts.  She grew up in a dance studio and taught 
dance throughout high school and college, so performing arts 
has a very special place in her heart. Vicki is also the proud 
mother of two daughters and two grandchildren. 

 

Mrs. Ruggiero 
6th Grade World History 
 
BA; University of South Florida 
 
Email: cynthia.ruggiero@ocps.net 

Mrs. Ruggiero is very excited to be teaching 6th Grade World 
History this year. She has taught Social Studies and Language 
Arts for 32 years. She has three grown children and is a proud 
new Grandmother! 

 
 
 

SUPPORT STAFF/CLASSIFIED 

 

Ms. Leath 
School Secretary 
 
Bachelor of Business Administration: 
Columbus State University 
 
 
EMAIL: Marti.Leath@ocps.net 
 

This will be Mrs. Leath’s first year at Howard Middle School and 
she’s very excited to be here. Previously, she worked as a 
substitute teacher for 5 years then worked the next 6 years for 
OCPS. She has held the positions of PASS Coordinator, 7th 
Grade Clerk, Support Services Clerk III and the last three years 
she was the School Secretary. Mrs. Leath attended UCF but 
completed her Bachelor of Business Administration from 
Columbus State University in Georgia. Marti is happily married 
and has two sons who are both in College. 

 

Mrs. Frazier 
Bookkeeper 
 
BS Audiology & Speech Pathology; 
Florida State University 
 
Email: christy.frazier@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Frazier is a native of Orlando, FL.  She loves working with 
the teachers and staff at Howard! She has been told that she 
has  a very expressive face. 

 

Mr. Dwyer 
Student Support Program Assistant 
 
Guidance & Counseling; Jamaica 
Theological Seminary 
 
Email: dominie.dwyer@ocps.net  
 

This season Mr. Dwyer will be serving as Student Support 
within the Howard family. 
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Mrs. Mackemer 
Registrar 
 
Email: caprice.mackemer@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Mackemer has been in the role of Registrar for the last four 
years and prior to that she worked with our children in the IND 
unit. When not at school, she volunteers as a Children's 
Worship leader and she is on the Children's Advisory Council. 
She loves spending time with her family and her three dogs. 

 

Ms. Bertrand 
Attendance  
 
Email:edna.bertrand@ocps.net 
 

 

 

Mrs. McCabe 
Clinic/Health Assistant 
 
Email: jennifer.mccabe@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. McCabe the School Health Assistant at Howard.  This will 
be her fifth year as a Ranger and 11th year with OCPS. 

 

Mrs. Taylor 
ESE Support Clerk 
 
AS  Data Processing & Office 
Management; Valencia College 
 
Email: kristi.taylor@ocps.net 
 

Mrs. Taylor’s  daughter came to Howard for 6-8 grades and half 
way through her 6th grade year, she told her husband that she 
was going to work for Howard some day and started in April of 
her daughter’s 8th grade year.  Her favorite part of Howard is 
the interaction with her students and parents. She  will be 
assisting  in the ESE office and is the ADDitions Volunteer 
Coordinator.  Welcome to the Howard Family. Now, Go Learn 
Something. 

 Mr. Nathan Chiles 
Custodial Lead 
 

 

 

Ms. Mitchell 
Custodian 
 

Ms. Mitchell has been a Howard Ranger for 10years. She 
enjoys cooking and spending time with her Daddy and family. 
She has a son, Arsbon age 23, who is also a former Howard 
Ranger. 
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Ms. Sevigny 
Front Desk Clerk 
 
Email: denise.sevigny@ocps.net  
 

Ms.  Sevigny is really excited to be your School Clerk for her 
second year at Howard. Before joining our school, she was a 
School Clerk at Rosemont Elementary for the past three years. 
She loves working with the students and parents to help in 
whatever way she can. 

 

Ms. Bertucelli 
Cafe Manager 
 
Email: sherry.bertucelli@ocps.net  
 

Sherry Bertucelli, your Cafeteria Manager at Howard and she is 
excited about your child's good Health and Nutrition. SheI will 
encourage them to eat their fruits & veggies!  Please feel free to 
contact her if you ever have any questions.  

 

Vivian Gonzalez, Nadine Bontemps,  
Ms. Bertucelli 
Cafeteria Staff 
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